
1 
 

Inventory to the 
 

John Franklin Havlik Sermon Collection 
 

AR 365 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Prepared by:  Taffey Hall, Archivist 
Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives 

February, 2011 
 



2 
 

Inventory to the 
 

John Franklin Havlik Sermon Collection 
 

AR 365 
 

Summary 
Main Entry:  John Franklin Havlik Sermon Collection 
 
Date Span:  Circa 1940 – 1982 
 
Abstract:  Collection includes sermons preached by John Havlik, director of evangelism, for the 
Home Mission Board, Southern Baptist Convention from 1965 – 1982.  Prior to joining the 
Board, Havlik served as secretary of evangelism for the Kansas Baptist Convention and 
Louisiana Convention.  He served as pastor to several churches in Missouri, Texas, and 
Kentucky from 1938 – 1956, and conducted numerous revivals throughout his career. 
 
Size:  1 linear ft. (2 document boxes) 
 
Collection #:  AR 365 
 
Biographical Sketch 
Evangelist, pastor, and denominational leader John Franklin Havlik was born March 22, 1917, in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to Joseph and Maude (Schwab) Havlik.  The family moved to Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, where Havlik came under the preaching influence of Gypsy Smith.  He made a 
profession of faith at age seventeen during a revival in Tulsa in 1934.  He was baptized at Bethel 
Baptist Church in Tulsa, in 1934.  From 1936 – 1938 he apprenticed as a machinist in Tulsa.  He 
was ordained by White City Baptist Church, also in Tulsa, March 24, 1938. 
 
Havlik earned a B.A. degree from Baylor University (1946), B.D. from Southern Seminary 
(1949), and Th.M. from Central Baptist Theological Seminary.  He served as pastor to several 
churches in Missouri, Texas, and Louisiana, and served as Secretary for Evangelism for the state 
conventions in Kansas (1956 – 1961) and Louisiana (1961 – 1964).  He served as a trustee of 
Southwest Baptist College in Bolivar, Missouri (1951 – 1955), an adjunct instructor at 
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary (1971 – 1982), and as a board member of the Radio 
and Television Commission of the SBC in Ft. Worth, Texas (1980). 
 
Havlik served as Director of Evangelism Education and Writing in the Evangelism Section of the 
Home Mission Board from 1965 until his retirement in 1982.  A popular preacher and speaker at 
many state convention and associational meetings, Havlik’s sermons have been described as 
“forceful, full of fire, and carefully prepared.”  He directed evangelistic crusades in many cities 
including Anchorage, Alaska; Honolulu, Hawaii; and Wellington, New Zealand.  He prepared 
evangelism plan books for the Board and organized several evangelistic conferences.  Havlik 
authored several books including People-Centered Evangelism (1971), Old Wine in New Bottles 
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(1972), The Evangelistic Church (1976), and You Can Be Born Again (1978).  He served as co-
author of Is the Bible a Human Book (1970), Where in the World is Jesus Christ (1980), and 
How to Enjoy Reading the Bible (1981). 
 
He married Anna Mae Erwin in 1938, in St. Louis, Missouri.  The Havliks had one child, Brenda 
Rachel Havlik Roach, born in 1951.  Havlik died in Atlanta, Georgia, December 10, 1984, of a 
heart attack following quintuple bypass surgery a week earlier. 
 
Scope and Content Note 
The John Franklin Havlik Sermon Collection (2 linear ft.) consists of typescript and handwritten 
sermons Havlik delivered at various churches, crusades, revivals, state convention, and 
associational meeting events throughout his career.  Most of the sermons are undated, but cover 
the period of Havlik’s ministry from circa 1940 to 1982.  Several of Havlik’s sermons are 
messages about evangelism and witnessing.  Other major topics and issues included in the 
sermons are stewardship, church growth, revivals, the role of preachers, and the social gospel.  
Several sermons about various books of the Bible are contained in the collection.  A message on 
racism in Atlanta is also included. 
 
Arrangement 
The collection is arranged in alphabetical order by folder title.  
 
Provenance 
Donated by the North America Mission Board, Southern Baptist Convention, 2005. 
 
Preferred Citation 
John Franklin Havlik Sermon Collection, Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 
 
Access Restrictions 
None 
 
Subject Terms 
Havlik, John Franklin, 1917-1984 
Baptists – Sermons – 20th century 
Home missions 
Evangelism 
Evangelistic work, United States 
Southern Baptist Convention. Home Mission Board 
 
 
Related Materials 
Havlik, John F.  Evangelism and the Home Mission Board, 1845 – 1910.  SBHLA # Pam 5850. 
 
Southern Baptist Convention., Home Mission Board., Evangelism Department Collection,  
 Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives, Nashville, Tennessee.  SBHLA # AR  
 631-14. 
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Container List 
Box 1 
 
1.1 Bible Speaks to Life’s Ultimate Mysteries 
1.2 Bridge Over Troubled Water 
1.3 Call of Isaiah 
1.4 Christian Patriot, The 
1.5 Church and Social Homogeneity 
1.6 Confessions of a Square 
1.7 Deacon and Growth of Evangelism 
1.8 Death of God 
1.9 Division of Evangelism 
1.10 Ephesians Letter – Transcriptions 
1.11 Epistle of James 
1.12 Equipping Your Deacons for Growth Evangelism 
1.13 Evangelism’s Finest Hour 
1.14 Evangelist’s Message 
1.15 Evangelistic Church Organized and Functioning 
1.16 Ezekiel 
1.17 Future, The 
1.18 Genesis 
1.19 God’s Action and Man’s Response 
1.20 Hebrews 
1.21 Holy or Unholy Madness, 1974 
1.22 How to Make a Witnessing Visit 
1.23 How to Use “ How to Have a Full and Meaningful Life” 
1.24 How to Use Your Personal Testimony 
1.25 How to Witness with “Living Proof” Lapel Pin 
1.26 How You Can Start a New Church 
1.27 I Thought I Heard The Angels Cry 
1.28 Implementing The Reformation 
1.29 In Times Like These We Need A Risen Savior 
1.30 Incarnational Evangelism, 1974 
1.31 Is Your Evangelism Valid? 
1.32 Jeremiah 
1.33 John The Baptist 
1.34 Keys To The Kingdom 
1.35 Lay Witnessing 
1.36 Let’s Get Together in the SBC 
1.37 Letters To The Ephesians 
1.38 Mark 1:36-38 
1.39 Mystery Of Prayer 
1.40 New Orthodoxy 
1.41 Nobody’s Perfect, 1974 
1.42 Pauline Chronology 
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1.43 Philippians 
1.44 Preacher as a Father 
1.45 Preacher as a Herald 
1.46 Preacher as a Servant 
1.47 Preacher as a Steward 
1.48 Preacher as a Witness 
1.49 Preaching that is Most Effective in Evangelism 
1.50 Professional Southern Baptist Evangelist 
 
Box 2 
 
2.1 Racism in Atlanta 
2.2 Response and Responsibility: A Theology for Volunteers on Mission 
2.3 Revival: Evangelism is Not Dead 
2.4 Revival and the Evangelistic Church 
2.5 Romans 
2.6 Savior and the Scriptures 
2.7 Second Coming, The 
2.8 Sermon on the Mount 
2.9 Social Gospel or a Gospel That Is Social 
2.10 Son of a Virgin 
2.11 Standing in the Sinner’s Shoes 
2.12 Stewardship of the Faith 
2.13 Stewardship of the Family 
2.14 Stewardship of the Father 
2.15 Stewardship of Fellowship 
2.16 Stewardship of the Fellowship 
2.17 Studies in the I and II Timothy 
2.18 Studies in Ephesians – New York Evangelism Conference, 1975 
2.19 Studies in Ephesians – Ridgecrest, 1972 
2.20 Studies in Philippians, 1875 
2.21 Take Up Your Sword and Follow Me 
2.22 Theology of an Evangelistic Church 
2.23 Theology of Church Growth 
2.24 Theology of Evangelism for The Cities 
2.25 Theology of Kerugma 
2.26 Theology of Mission 
2.27 Theology of Evangelistic Preaching 
2.28 Theology for Taking Christ’s Command Seriously 
2.29 Theology Vision For Central Strategy  
2.30 Thessalonians 
2.31 Third Dimension of Missions 
2.32 Titus 
2.33 Turning Barriers into Bridges 
2.34 Unchanging Principal of Stewardship 
2.35 Unity in Destiny 
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2.36 Upper Room Discourses of Jesus 
2.37 Vision, Value, and Venture 
2.38 What Choices Does The Evangelical Have Today 
2.39 What is The Gospel? 
2.40 What Is The Gospel? 
2.41 What Kind of Denomination Do We Want? 
2.42 What Must I do to be Saved? 
2.43 What Must I Do to Receive Eternal Life? 
2.44 Where in the World is God? 
2.45 Where in the World is God?, 1974 
2.46 World Crisis and Social Revolution 
2.47 You Will Attain What You Plan 
 
 


